CITY OF ITALY

ORDINANCE NO. 081208-01
AN AMENDMENT TO ORDINANCE 070910-01 AND ORDINANCE 081013-03 REQUIRING ALL OCCUPIED RESIDENTIAL AND BUSINESS/COMMERCIAL UNITS WITHIN THE CITY LIMITS OF THE CITY OF ITALY TO CONNECT TO THE CITY WATER SYSTEM AND PAY CERTAIN FEES ON A GALLON BASIS.  PROVIDING FOR CHANGES ON RURAL ACCOUNTS, PROVIDING FOR CERTAIN NON-PROFIT ESTABLISHMENTS TO RECEIVE MINIMUM WATER BILL FREE AND ALL OVER MINIMUM TO BE CHARGED AS REGULAR CUSTOMERS, PROVIDING FOR METER DEPOSITS, A RECONNECT FEE, AND A PENALTY ON ALL DELINQUENT ACCOUNTS, PROVIDING FOR A PENALTY OF UP TO $2,000.00 FOR VIOLATION OF THE ORDINANCE; PROVIDING FOR THE REPEAL OF ALL ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT HEREWITH; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE AND PROVIDING AN EFFETIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, The City of Italy is a Type A General law municipality; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Italy, Texas (“City”) has determined that it is in the best interest of the citizens to amend Ordinances 070910-01 and 081013-03.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ITALY, TEXAS:

SECTION 1:
Each residential and business/commercial unit located within the city limits of the City of Italy, Texas shall connect to the city water system and pay therefore on the rate as herein provided.

Section A:
Each Residential and Commercial I unit within in the City shall pay on a graduated scale according to their usage of water as follows:



$15.50 minimum for first 2,000 gallons a month.



$ 4.50 per thousand gallons 2,001 through 10,000 gallons a month thereafter.



$ 4.75 per thousand gallons 10,001 gallons a month thereafter

Section B:
Each Residential unit outside the city limits and all Commercial II units which are connected to the City water shall pay on a graduated scale according to their usage of water as follows:



$21.50 minimum for first 2,000 gallons a month

$  4.75 per thousand gallons 2,001 through 10,000 gallons a month thereafter.



$ 5.00 per thousand gallons 10,001 and over a month thereafter.

Section C:
Each occupied residential unit within the City shall pay a meter deposit fee as follows:



Residential:




Commercial: 


  ¾ Inch Meter

 $175.00

¾ inch meter


$  275.00







1 inch meter


$  325.00








1 ½ inch meter


$  375.00








2 inch meter


$  425.00








2 ½ inch meter & above
$1500.00

SECTION 2:  All churches, libraries, and Senior Centers shall receive the first 2,000 gallons of water free of charge. All consumption over 2,000 gallons shall be charged the rate or regular customers within the city limits.

SECTION 3:  
TAP FEES. Each Residential and Business/Commercial unit within the City of Italy shall pay a tap fee as follows:




¾ inch meter
$1,500.00



1 inch meter
$2,000.00



2 inch meter
$2,500.00



3 inch meter
pricing subject to meter type




4 inch meter
pricing subject to meter type




6 inch meter
pricing subject to meter type
SECTION 4:  
Each monthly bill is due by the 15th of the month and shall become delinquent on the 16th day of each month.  On any and all accounts that are not paid by the 16th day of the month following the billed date, there shall be a penalty of $25.00 and the customer shall be disconnected from the city water system on the 25th day of the month without notice.

SECTION 5:  
Any and all accounts that have been disconnected for non-payment shall pay a reconnect fee of $25.00 for each occurrence.  All accounts must be paid in full before water service is restored.
SECTION 6:  
Each separate occupied unit is a building or portion of a building operated by a separate individual, partnership, association, or corporation shall be considered as a separate unit under this ordinance and pay the rate as follows:


Number of units times minimum plus step increase as stated in previous sections.

SECTION 7:  
A residential unit shall mean any living quarters occupied by a person or persons who reside in said unit as a family unit whether temporarily or permanently and shall pay the same scale as set out above.

SECTION 8:  
Each new Residential or Business/Commercial unit shall be connected to the city water main through a separate meter.  Once a meter is installed at a business/commercial or residential site, no other habitable unit may be connected to the same meter, but must have its own meter and sewage connection with a water and sewer tap fee being paid.

SECTION 9:  
When any public street or alley must be opened for the purpose of making or repairing water connections or repairs, the same must be restored and repaired to its former condition with the same materials and to the satisfaction of the City of Italy.

SECTION 10: It shall be a violation of this Ordinance for any person, firm, corporation, or association to knowingly permit or case (a) connection to be made with the City of Italy, Texas water system without inspection by the city as required or by failing to pay the tap fee, (b) open public street, alley, or city easement without a permit, or preventing an inspection by the city inspector as required, or (c) violates any of the terms of this ordinance, and upon conviction thereof, in the Municipal Court of the City of Italy, Texas shall be fined up to a maximum of $2,000.00 and each violation shall constitute a separate offence.
SECTION 11: The City of Italy shall install the water line to the owner’s property line or up to 100 feet, whichever is less.  Any person, firm, corporation, or association shall be responsible for the payment and installation of any water line after said 100 feet.

SECTION 12: All ordinances, orders and resolutions heretofore passed and adopted by the City Council of the City of Italy, Texas are hereby repealed to the extent of said ordinances, orders or resolutions or parts thereof are in conflict herewith.  This ordinance shall specifically repeal any previous ordinances to the extent in conflict herewith.

SECTION 13: Each and every clause, section, sentence or paragraph herein is severable, and if any clause, section, sentence or paragraph herein is severable, and if any clause, section, sentence or paragraph shall be declared unconstitutional or invalid by any judgment of decree of Court of competent jurisdiction, same shall not affect any other remaining clause, section, sentence, or paragraph thereof.

SECTION 14: This Ordinance shall be effective DECEMBER 8, 2008 upon its passage, approval and publication.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF ITALY, TEXAS: PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED this the 8TH day of DECEMBER 2008.









APPROVED:






















___________________________________







Frank Jackson, Mayor

ATTEST:

______________________________________
Teri D. Murdock, City Secretary/Administrator  
